
  

T h e  Ta l k  a t  t h e  Wa l k  
~*A newsletter for members and friends of Julington Creek Animal Walk*~ 
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Receive the newsletter electronically.    
To be added to our E-mail distribution, please 
forward your E-Mail address to us at: 
thetalkatthewalk@gmail.com.  


JCAW DAYCARE BLACKOUT DATES  
Friday, 4/19 thru Monday, 4/22 (Easter) 

Friday, 5/24 thru Tuesday, 5/28 (Memorial) 

“Like us” on Facebook @ Julington Creek Animal Walk and Julington Creek Animal Hospital for upcoming events and promotions. 
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Tara Vallenari is a Vet Assistant who has been with JCAW since 11/2013. She started as a Pet Care Specialist 
at JCAW. She was promoted to Pet Care Shift Lead in 8/2014, then to Tech Assistant in 8/2017. In April of 
2018, Tara was promoted to Vet Assistant. Tara has proven her reliability, hard work, and dedication and sets 

an example for excellent pet care. She has a great attitude and is a hard worker.  
She also consistently picks up open shifts to help her co-workers when needed.   
Her first ever job was bathing animals and helping in the grooming area.  Tara 
tells me that her love for animals naturally occurs. Currently, her duties include 
assisting doctors, rooming patients, taking vitals, running tests, and she also 
takes care of treatments for animals in the care at the Walk. She finds pleasure in 
establishing relationships with the dogs and their owners. She compares it to a 
special friendship.  Tara expresses that she really loves her job.  “I love what I 
am doing and JCAH staff have always treated me very well.  When not at work, 
Tara enjoys running and light workouts.  She enjoys sharing special time at 
home with her animal family hanging out and watching movies.  Tara has two 

dogs, Elvira, a 5 year old Siberian Husky (she’s a “great dog!”) and Daisy, a Greyhound mix  whom she 
adopted two years ago from a surgery coordinator who found her and the owner did not want her back.  She 
also has a Siamese cat named Florence who she found on line.  
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This handsome almost two-year-old Dalmatian is Chief.  When the Eberharts visted 
a breeder just Southwest of Orlando, Linda tells me that “Chief chose us. He 
wanted to be with us long after the other eight puppies in the litter had lost 
interest, so we took him home.”  The name “Chief” has a firehouse connection, 
but Dennis is retired Navy, and “Chief” is a Navy term as well - so the name is 
actually quite fitting.  Originally, it was ‘Lil Chief,” but at 75 pounds “’Lil” doesn’t 
really apply anymore! On command, Chief can “take a bow” and “sit pretty.” He 
can be found anywhere mom and dad are trying to work, doing his best to help. 
“He loves to walk between anyone’s legs and then just stop there, which always 
results in scratches and rubs. If he’s not between our legs, he is leaning on them. 
He’s extremely jealous and doesn’t want to share the attention. He loves his trips to 
the Dog Park and is especially thrilled when another dog is willing to chase him.”  Linda and Dennis also have 
two other dogs,  Ellie, 11.5 and Cupcake, 14.5, a cat, two guinea pigs, and three birds.  Chief enjoys taking 
walks. “He is a favorite among the neighborhood “walking ladies” who he stops to lean on and get rubs.” One 
might say he is a bit of a celebrity since he’s has been featured twice in their neighborhood newsletter. 
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  D o g  P a r k  R u l e s  
Membership is intended for your registered pets only. Please do not bring any dogs not on your Park Application into 
the park. If you acquire a new dog, please register him/her at the front desk BEFORE bringing him/her into the park. 
Violation of this policy could result in termination of your park membership.


JCAW Dog Park Regulations: https://julingtoncreekanimalwalk.com/walk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2017/07/AW-Dog-Park-Rules.pdf

T h e  Ta i l  E n d   

TEACH YOUR DOG TO LOOK AT YOU Training your dog to look at you is an important lessons to teach. 
When your dog is able to focus on you instead of everything else, it will be easier to communicate 
with them and teach them other commands. You want them to look at you when you ask. Dogs 
learn by eye contact, body language, and through a voice command, so incorporating all 
three will quickly help your dog learn to look at you.  

Choose A Word Or Phrase That Will Mean “Look At Me”  It could be as easy as the word “look.”  
Stand or sit facing your dog When you’re first starting out, the closer you are to your dog, the quicker 
they will learn a command. Once mastering the command at a close distance, you can then start adding space 
between you two and continue to practice it. 
Practice The Command With Your Dog While you’re standing or sitting in front of them, look at your dog and 
then say your cue word while holding a treat close to your eyes. By holding the treat in front of your eyes, you 
are encouraging your dog to look there — setting them up for success. As soon as they look at you, maintain 
eye contact briefly so they know that’s what you want, and then reward with the treat. When your dog gets a 
treat for looking at you after hearing your specific word, they will obey in hopes of getting a treat every time. 
Add In A Hand Signal  After your dog does a good job with the treat reward, you will want to start 
working in a hand signal to continue obedience. At the same time, you’ll want to start phasing out 
the treat reward. You want them to respond to you instead of food every time. When you add a hand 
signal, continue to say your cue word as you hold your index finger in front of your eyes, indicating 
that’s where you want your dog to look. After they correctly look at you using the spoken cue and hand signal, 
you will reward him with a treat. 
Practice Everywhere  You will want to continue your practice in different places and situations to make sure 
they obey no matter what. Practice in your front yard or driveway, after a walk, at the park, and anywhere you 
and your dog might go.  
REMEMBER:  Reward spontaneous responses. If your dog looks at you without being asked, make sure you 

reward that behavior. The more you reinforce the positive behavior, the quicker your dog will learn 
and obey. Take a break if your dog is tired. If your dog stops responding or seems tired, take a 
break and pick it up some other time. Ten to fifteen minutes a day is more than enough.  
Never yell at your dog or punish him for not obeying. 

More at https://www.cesarsway.com/dog-psychology/pack-leader/Train-your-dog-to-look-at-you 
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